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Commentary

Wilson'’s disease (WD), is an autosomal recessive inherited
disorder, resulting in copper accumulation in different
organs and tissues. It is due to mutations of the ATP7B
gene on chromosome arm 13q.5-7, which encodes a
copper-transporting P-type."? The disease is characterized
by the presence of hepatic abnormalities, neurological and
psychiatric symptoms, and corneal Kayser—Fleischer
rings. Patients generally present with hepatic disease early
decades of life, whereas neurological symptoms develop
later.”! Neurologic abnormalities are variable, most often
akinetic-rigid syndrome, tremor, ataxia, and dystonia.™!
Any type of liver disease should be considered as Wilson’s

disease. The symptoms of liver disease may vary widely,
ranging from nonspecific hepatomegaly to severe forms
of liver failure."! The wdiagnosis of WD is verified by
the major laboratory features: measurements of serum
ceruloplasmin, urinary copper excretion, and liver copper
content, detection of Kayser — Fleischer rings.™

The case report by Nandi ef al. described the development
of WD with a rare, unusual finding."! The patient was
presented with generalized hyperpigmentation of
skin for last three years.’! Neurological symptoms
developed later.”! There was no hepatic abnormalities.
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Kayser — Fleischer rings was detected in Descemet’s
membrane of the cornea.”! The diagnosis of WD was
made based on alow serum ceruloplasmin concentration,
a raised 24 hour urine copper excretion and presence of
Kayser — Fleischer rings."! This is an unusual WD case."!

The skin is also involved as a result of WD itself or of
penicillamine treatment.” The pruritus and jaundice caused
by cholestasis being the most common complaints.>® The
skin pigmentation is more rare complaint. Although
pigmentation is known to be associated with Wilson’s
disease,”! the association of hyperpigmentation in WD has
rarely been reported in literature.

It have been reported generalized uniform skin
hyperpigmentation in this case report.’! Conversely,
previous studies have been reported that
hyperpigmentation of skin predominantly lower limbs.*”!
Mohizea reported a case of WD with generalized rippled
hyperpigmentation.!

In conclusion, the diagnosis of WD in this patient was
complicated by an unusual presentation and the absence
of hepatic abnormalities. The significance is stressed
of generalized hyperpigmentation as a pointer in the
diagnosis of WD.
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